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Janet’s Discovery 
 

 For years, Janet had worked diligently to discover a cure for Alzheimer’s. 
The disease had destroyed her grandmother’s memory when Janet was a small 
girl. From that young age, watching her grandma struggle with confusion, Janet 
knew that she would find a cure.  
 As a girl, Janet devoted herself to being a straight A-student. After 
graduating as valedictorian from her high school, Janet went on to get a degree 
in biology from one of the most prestigious universities in the country. But she 
didn’t stop there. Janet was determined to be admitted to one of the top 
Alzheimer’s research programs. So, she also obtained a PhD degree from Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine and then joined their Alzheimer’s research center. 
 It hadn’t been easy. Janet had worked very hard to earn her spot on the 
research team. Not only had she put in long hours of study, but she had had to 
apply for scholarships to pay for her schooling. Now, as one of the lead 
researchers in her research center, all that hard work was about to pay off.  
 Sitting hunched over her computer in the research lab, Janet muttered 
numbers to herself. Her heart felt like it was about to beat out of her chest. 
“This can’t be right,” she thought to herself as her mind raced. “But if it is 
right...then it worked,” she reasoned.  
 “I think we did it,” Janet whispered to her colleague, Juan, who was 
looking intensely into a microscope on the lab table next to Janet’s.  
 “Did what?” Juan responded in a normal voice.  
 “Shhh! I don’t want to make a scene. Just come over here!” Janet 
whispered back nervously. 
 Together, they bent over the computer screen that showed brain scans of 
patients in a trial. Janet and her team had created a new treatment for 
Alzheimer’s. Now, she was checking to see if it had worked.  
 “That’s amazing Janet!” Juan said, looking at the scans. “Do you know 
what this means?” 
 “You see it too!” she whispered, pushing her curly black hair out of her 
face. 
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 “Why are you whispering? You’re right, this could be it!” Juan said, 
excitedly. “Hey, Greg, Samantha, come over and see this!” he called to the 
other researchers in the lab. 
 “What’s going on, Juan?” asked Samantha, who rushed over. 
 “You tell them,” Juan said to Janet, whose face flushed as red as a beet. 
She always got nervous when she was the center of attention. “It’s Janet who 
noticed it,” Juan explained. 
 “Well,” said Janet shakily. “From the brain scans, it looks like the new 
treatment worked. The patients’ brains are recovering!” she said. She couldn’t 
help but break into a smile.  
 Samantha and Greg looked carefully at the scans. Their eyes grew wide 
when they saw what Janet had noticed. “This changes everything!” Samantha 
exclaimed.  
 “We have to report this to the director,” Greg said enthusiastically, “but 
you should really be the one to do it, Janet,” he added. 
 “Really?” Janet asked. “Do you think I should go talk to him now?” 
 “Yes!” the three researchers replied. “Come on, I’ll go with you,” said Juan. 
 Janet took a deep breath, tugged her lab coat into place and scooped up 
her laptop. She walked out of the room and down the hall to the director’s 
office with Juan. There, she showed the director the scans and pointed out the 
areas where she noticed brain regeneration.  
 “Well, this is something, Janet,” Dr. Brown said, tapping his pen on the 
desk. “Congratulations! We’ll have to organize a larger trial, of course, but this 
looks very promising. Have you thought of the name you want to give the 
treatment?” 
 “No,” Janet stammered.  
 “Talk to your team about it,” Dr. Brown said. “I have a good feeling about 
this.” 
 The director’s prediction turned out to be very true. Within 2 years, 
Janet’s treatment, which she named after her grandmother, was being used 
across the country to help reverse the effects of Alzheimer’s.  
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Purpose: I can list and explain the elements of creative narrative writing. 
                 I can find examples of the elements of creative narrative in another author's 
writing. 

Standard(s):  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3--Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Materials 
Print 
• Teacher models (pgs. 6, 

8-10) 
• Student pages (pgs. 2-3, 

7, 11) 
 

Digital 
• Student Pages 

 
Learning Goal 
The student will recognize 
and explain elements of 
creative narrative writing 
using a mentor text. 
 
Success Criteria 
• Criteria 1: With support 

from the teacher, the 
student is able to 
identify and highlight 
examples of the 
elements of creative 
narrative writing. 

• Criteria 2: Each element 
of creative narrative 
writing is explained using 
the highlighted 
examples. 

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.): 
**Note: Make copies of the mentor text for students to 
highlight during this lesson so they can refer back to it 
throughout the unit. 
1. Introduce the genre of creative narrative writing. 
2. Read mentor text (pages 2-3) as a class. 
3. Discuss elements students believe are unique to 

creative narrative writing and highlight examples of 
each in the mentor text. Students should follow along 
on their copy. 

4. Add elements to organizer on page 7. Use Teacher 
Model (pages 6 and 8-9) to guide you in deciding 
whether or not to include each element students 
come up with.  

Student Portion (15-30 min.): 
1. Students work in partners or trios to add explanations 

of elements to page 11. Scaffold this portion as 
needed in relation to your students' confidence and 
independence. 

Closure (5-7 min.): 
1. Have groups/partnerships share out their 

explanations.  
2. As students share, allow others to revise their own 

explanations in response to class discussion. Use 
Teacher Model page 10 to guide you. 
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Mini-Lesson Overview 

Mini-Lesson Script:  
• "Our next genre we will be writing is creative narrative. These stories can be really fun to write because the 

sky is the limit. If you can imagine it, you can write it! However, with this comes a lot of responsibility. As an 
author, you have the responsibility to paint a picture with words that helps your reader see and understand 
what you are imagining. This is more difficult than it sounds! Today, we will be looking at the elements of 
creative narrative. These elements will help us describe things in detail for our readers when we begin 
writing our creative narrative stories. To begin, let's take a look at a creative narrative story that we will be 
using as our mentor text." 

• [Read mentor text (pages 2-3) as a class. Students should have their own copies.] 
• "As we were reading, could you tell it was a fiction story? What were some elements that you feel make this 

a creative narrative story? Talk with an elbow partner about your thoughts." 
• [Give students time to discuss with a partner. Then discuss elements students believe are unique to creative 

narrative writing.] 
• "One thing that stands out in a narrative is the point of view. When we wrote personal narratives, the story 

was told using the first-person point of view. You were writing it about yourself and used adjectives like ‘I’ 
and ‘me’. In creative narrative, you can write from the first-person point of view as well, but you can also 
use a narrator and use third-person. Our mentor text did this. Let's add point of view to our organizer." 

• [Continue using the mentor text to showcase the elements of creative narrative writing. Write them in the 
organizer (page 7) and highlight examples of character development, setting description, and dialogue in the 
mentor text (pages 2-3). You can use the same color code as the Teacher Model (pages 8-9) or you can use 
whatever colors you have available to you. If highlighters aren't available, underlining with colored pencils 
works as well.] 

**Depending on student comfort-level, you may want to allow students to do this next portion with a partner. 
If that is the case, explain the task, do an example together, then release students to work. Otherwise, 
continue with the minilesson as written. 
• "Our next organizer has the elements of creative writing along with a place for us to find evidence of that 

element in the mentor text. The first element addresses plot. Where can we find elements of plot in this 
story?" 

• [Use the Teacher Model (page 10) to guide you in adding explanation to each element. If students gain 
confidence during the lesson, feel free to release them at any time to complete the rest with a partner.] 

 

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson: 

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL 

 Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic 

 Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece 

 Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials 
 Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest 

 Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts 
 Provide additional examples 
 Provide additional work time 
 Allow for differentiated product 
 Chunk Tasks 
 Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation 
 Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames) 
 Peer Mentor 

Week 2: Lesson 1 
Creative Narrative | 4th Grade 
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Elements of Creative Narrative 

Creative 
Narrative 
Writing 

Uses a clear point 
of view 

throughout. Most 
narratives are 1st 

or 3rd person 

Has dialogue, 
descriptions, 
and sensory 

details 

Develops 
characters 

that are 
realistic 

Has a clear 
setting that 
is described 

in detail 

Uses 
plot 

elements 
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Elements of Creative Narrative 

Creative 
Narrative 
Writing 
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Elements of Creative Narrative 

Janet’s Discovery 
 

 For years, Janet had worked diligently to discover a cure for Alzheimer’s. 
The disease had destroyed her grandmother’s memory when Janet was a small 
girl. From that young age, watching her grandma struggle with confusion, Janet 
knew that she would find a cure.  
 As a girl, Janet devoted herself to being a straight A-student. After 
graduating as valedictorian from her high school, Janet went on to get a degree 
in biology from one of the most prestigious universities in the country. But she 
didn’t stop there. Janet was determined to be admitted to one of the top 
Alzheimer’s research programs. So, she also obtained a PhD degree from Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine and then joined their Alzheimer’s research center. 
 It hadn’t been easy. Janet had worked very hard to earn her spot on the 
research team. Not only had she put in long hours of study, but she had had to 
apply for scholarships to pay for her schooling. Now, as one of the lead 
researchers in her research center, all that hard work was about to pay off.  
 Sitting hunched over her computer in the research lab, Janet muttered 
numbers to herself. Her heart felt like it was about to beat out of her chest. 
“This can’t be right,” she thought to herself as her mind raced. “But if it is 
right...then it worked,” she reasoned. 
 “I think we did it,” Janet whispered to her colleague, Juan, who was 
looking intensely into a microscope on the lab table next to Janet’s.  
 “Did what?” Juan responded in a normal voice.  
 “Shhh! I don’t want to make a scene. Just come over here!” Janet 
whispered back nervously. 
 Together, they bent over the computer screen that showed brain scans of 
patients in a trial. Janet and her team had created a new treatment for 
Alzheimer’s. Now, she was checking to see if it had worked.  
 “That’s amazing Janet!” Juan said, looking at the scans. “Do you know 
what this means?” 
 “You see it too!” she whispered, pushing her curly black hair out of her 
face. 
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Color-Coding Key 
Yellow = Character Development 
Purple = Dialogue 
Blue = Setting description 
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Elements of Creative Narrative 

 “Why are you whispering? You’re right, this could be it!” Juan said, 
excitedly. “Hey, Greg, Samantha, come over and see this!” he called to the other 
researchers in the lab. 
 “What’s going on, Juan?” asked Samantha, who rushed over. 
 “You tell them,” Juan said to Janet, whose face flushed as red as a beet. 
She always got nervous when she was the center of attention. “It’s Janet who 
noticed it,” Juan explained. 
 “Well,” said Janet shakily. “From the brain scans, it looks like the new 
treatment worked. The patients’ brains are recovering!” she said. She couldn’t 
help but break into a smile.  
 Samantha and Greg looked carefully at the scans. Their eyes grew wide 
when they saw what Janet had noticed. “This changes everything!” Samantha 
exclaimed.  
 “We have to report this to the director,” Greg said enthusiastically, “but 
you should really be the one to do it, Janet,” he added. 
 “Really?” Janet asked. “Do you think I should go talk to him now?” 
 “Yes!” the three researchers replied. “Come on, I’ll go with you,” said Juan. 
 Janet took a deep breath, tugged her lab coat into place and scooped up 
her laptop. She walked out of the room and down the hall to the director’s 
office with Juan. There, she showed the director the scans and pointed out the 
areas where she noticed brain regeneration.  
 “Well, this is something, Janet,” Dr. Brown said, tapping his pen on the 
desk. “Congratulations! We’ll have to organize a larger trial, of course, but this 
looks very promising. Have you thought of the name you want to give the 
treatment?” 
 “No,” Janet stammered.  
 “Talk to your team about it,” Dr. Brown said. “I have a good feeling about 
this.” 
  The director’s prediction turned out to be very true. Within 2 years, Janet’s 
treatment, which she named after her grandmother, was being used across the 
country to help reverse the effects of Alzheimer’s.  
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Elements of Creative Narrative 

Explain. 

 Uses the elements of plot 

This story is written about a scientist named 
Janet who develops a cure for Alzheimer’s. 
The story builds with a sequence of events 
that leads up to the concluding event of 
Janet finding a cure for Alzheimer’s. 

 Uses a clear point of view 
throughout 

Most of the story includes information about 
Janet’s feelings, background, and her current 
work. I highlighted these details in yellow. 
The story is told from a narrator’s point of 
view.  

 Has dialogue, descriptions, 
and sensory details 

There is also dialogue (highlighted in purple). 
The author includes conversations between 
Janet and the other scientists, including a 
scientist named Juan who helps encourage 
Janet to go see the director. 

 Develops characters that are 
realistic 
 

The author describes Janet as being 
dedicated, hardworking, and accomplished. 
This is realistic for a scientist who invents a 
cure for Alzheimer’s.  

 Has a clear setting that is 
described in detail 

The setting details have been highlighted in 
blue. The author uses descriptive words like 
”Sitting hunched over her computer” and 
“microscope on the lab table” to describe 
how things look. 
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Elements of Creative Narrative 

Explain. 

 Uses the elements of plot 

 Uses a clear point of view 
throughout 

 Has dialogue, descriptions, 
and sensory details 

 Develops characters that are 
realistic 
 

 Has a clear setting that is 
described in detail 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  
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Purpose:  I can brainstorm ideas in response to a creative narrative prompt. 

Standard(s):  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4--Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Materials 
Print 
• Teacher model (pg. 14) 
• Student page (pg. 15) 

 
Digital 
• Student Pages 
 

 
Learning Goal 
The student will brainstorm 
ideas for a creative narrative 
story in response to a 
prompt. 
 
Success Criteria 
• Criteria 1: The student is 

able to brainstorm an 
idea for a story in 
response to the prompt. 

• Criteria 2: The student 
includes ideas for each of 
the elements of creative 
narrative. 

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):  
1. Introduce the prompt to the class. 
2. Allow students to discuss possible story ideas in 

partners or small groups. 
3. Share some ideas as a whole group. 
4. Model how the "Brain Dump" would work if you had 

been the author of the mentor text. Use Teacher 
Model (page 14) as a guide to help you fill out your 
own copy of the student page (page 15). (You may 
choose to create your own creative narrative in 
response to the prompt if you are comfortable doing so. 
If you do, simply adjust lessons that use the Teacher 
Model to use your own writing.) 

5. Think aloud about each element of creative narrative 
as you add it to the organizer. 

 

Student Portion (15-30 min.): 
1. Students decide on their own ideas for stories and 

complete their own "brain dump." 
2. Students should reference the elements of creative 

narrative from Lesson 1 to make sure they include 
ideas for each of the elements in their organizer. 

 
Closure (5-7 min.): 
1. Have students share out in partners/small groups or as 

a whole class. 
2. Classmates should give feedback on the ideas. Are any 

elements missing or weak? 
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Mini-Lesson Overview 

Mini-Lesson Script:  
• "Today, we will start brainstorming the main elements of the story we will be writing. First though, let's find 

out what we will be writing about." 
• [Introduce the prompt to the class.] 
• "It's not every day we get to know a brilliant scientist, but you all will be very familiar with your main 

character by the time we write our stories. This is going to be fun! Talk with an elbow partner [Or your 
small group or whatever works for your class] about some ideas that you have for this story. An invention 
solves a problem or makes something easier. What kinds of things could your brilliant scientist character 
invent?" 

• [Allow students to discuss possible story ideas in partners or small groups. Then bring the group back 
together to share some possible story ideas.] 

• "Now that we have some great ideas, we need to choose one and get all our ideas out on paper so we can 
organize them into a story. We are going to do that by doing a brain dump onto our organizer. I am going to 
show you what the author of our mentor text's brain dump might have looked like. Our brain dump will be 
all of our ideas about our characters, setting, events, and anything else we can think of." 

• [Model how the "brain dump" would look if you had been the author of the mentor text. Use Teacher Model 
(page 14) as a guide to help you fill out your own copy of the student page (page 15). You may choose to 
create your own creative narrative in response to the prompt if you are comfortable doing so in front of 
your students. If you do, simply adjust any lessons that use the Teacher Model to use your own writing.] 

• "First off, the invention the author's brilliant scientist thought of was a cure for Alzheimer's. We want to 
make sure that is in our brain dump. The setting and main character are super important too. I don't have 
much of a story if I don't have those main elements. Really, I can look at my organizers from yesterday to 
make sure I think about each element of creative narrative. That will help me write a well-rounded story 
with nothing left out." 

• [Think aloud about each element of creative narrative as you add it to the organizer. Then, add additional 
details that were important in the story--the reason for creating the invention, details about the setting and 
plot. It is not necessary to include everything at this point. More details will be filled in later.] 

• "It is imporant to remember that I am not writing my story right now. I want to be sure to think about all 
the important elements of my story and get my ideas down on paper so I can organize them later. I also 
want to write them down before I lose them! Now it is your turn. What is your brilliant main character 
going to invent? Who is your main character and what is he/she like? Have fun!" 

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson: 

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL 

 Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic 

 Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece 

 Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials 
 Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest 

 Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts 
 Provide additional examples 
 Provide additional work time 
 Allow for differentiated product 
 Chunk Tasks 
 Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation 
 Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames) 
 Peer Mentor 

Week 2: Lesson 2 
Creative Narrative | 4th Grade 
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Story “Brain Dump” 

Prompt: Your main character is a brilliant scientist that has just invented something 
(medicine, machine, etc.) that will change the world. Tell a story of what happened before, 
during, and after the creation of this invention. 
 
Directions: Do a “brain dump” of all of the ideas you have for your story. Include ideas about 
your character, setting, events, and anything else that comes to your mind. 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  

Teacher Model 

Story  
Ideas 

Invention: A Cure for 
Alzheimer’s. 
 

Main Character: Janet 

Other Characters: 
- Juan (scientist) 
- Samantha (scientist) 
- Greg (scientist) 
- Dr. Brown (director) 

Janet works very hard 
in school and becomes 
a lead researcher at 
Johns Hopkin’s School 
of Medicine. 

Janet finally has a breakthrough 
in her trials and shares her 
discovery with Mr. Brown. 

Dr. Brown runs more trials 
and, 2 years later, Janet has 
found a treatment for 
Alzheimer’s. 

Janet wanted to cure 
Alzheimer’s because 
her grandmother had 
struggled with the 
disease. 

Setting: Johns Hopkins 
Alzheimer’s research center, in 
the lab 
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Story “Brain Dump” 

Prompt: Your main character is a brilliant scientist that has just invented something 
(medicine, machine, etc.) that will change the world. Tell a story of what happened before, 
during, and after the creation of this invention. 
 
Directions: Do a “brain dump” of all of the ideas you have for your story. Include ideas about 
your character, setting, events, and anything else that comes to your mind. 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  

Story  
Ideas 
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Purpose: I can describe my main character in detail using internal and external traits. 

Standard(s):  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.A--Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

Materials 
Print 
• Teacher model (pg. 18) 
• Student page (pg. 19) 

 
Digital 
• Student Pages 
 

 
Learning Goal 
The student will use internal 
and external traits to paint a 
detailed picture of the story's 
main character. 
 
Success Criteria 
• Criteria 1: The student 

describes at least two 
internal traits that tell 
about the main character. 

• Criteria 2: The student 
describes at least two 
external traits to tell about 
the main character. 
 

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):  
1. Activate background knowledge by talking about some of your 

class's favorite characters.  
2. Share character traits of these characters and discuss why the 

characters are so memorable. 
3. Remind students of the main character from the mentor text. 
4. Discuss character traits that describe Janet. As students list traits, 

add them to the organizer (page 19). Have students help you 
determine if each trait is internal or external. Use Teacher Model 
(page 18) as a guide, but feel free to add more traits than are on 
the organizer. 

Student Portion (15-30 min.): 
1. Students will use the organizer to describe their main character. 

The minimum goal is two internal and two external 
characteristics, but they should aim for several of each. They will 
not need to add every character trait to the story. Students 
should refer back to their brain dump from Lesson 2 for any ideas 
they included then. 

 
Closure (5-7 min.): 
1. Students partner up and ask questions about their partner's 

character. If the partner cannot answer the question using the 
organizer, they should make up an answer and add it to the 
organizer. 
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Mini-Lesson Overview 

Mini-Lesson Script:  
• "Today, you will create your main character. Creating a character is a very big 

responsibility. You should know enough about your main character to make him or 
her almost real in your mind. Think about some of your favorite characters from 
books you have read or from books we have read as a class. Let's make a list of some 
memorable characters." 

• [Once you have a small list of characters students are familiar with, ask them to 
describe each character. Discuss the character traits and what makes the characters 
so memorable.] 

• "Authors make characters real to us by giving them character traits and sticking to 
those traits. Some of these traits are external. They describe the way the character 
looks on the outside. These are easy to think of, but typically less important. Readers 
often forget external traits. Other traits are internal. These traits describe the 
personality and motivations of our characters. Internal traits are what make the 
character seem like a real, unique human being just like your own internal traits make 
you a real, unique human being. These are the traits you listed about the characters 
you love best. These are the traits readers remember, but they are also the hardest to 
come up with as a writer because you are creating a character from scratch. Let's take 
a look at some of the traits the author of our mentor text gave the main character." 

• [Discuss the character traits that describe Janet. As students list traits, determine if 
each trait is internal or external. Use Teacher Model (page 18) as a guide, but feel free 
to add more traits than are on the organizer.] 

• "Now it is your turn. Think about your main character. What makes your character 
special? What made your character want to invent something? How did your 
character become a brilliant scientist? What does he or she look like? Sketch your 
character onto the organizer and then use the space around your sketch to describe 
the character you are creating." 

 Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson: 

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL 

 Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic 

 Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece 

 Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials 
 Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest 

 Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts 
 Provide additional examples 
 Provide additional work time 
 Allow for differentiated product 
 Chunk Tasks 
 Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation 
 Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames) 
 Peer Mentor 

Week 2: Lesson 3 
Creative Narrative | 4th Grade 
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Character Development: The Main Character 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  

Teacher Model 

Curly black hair 

Hardworking: Earns 
spot as one of the 
lead researchers on 
the team 

Directions: Draw your main character in the rectangle in the center of this page. Brainstorm 
everything about that character. Describe their external traits and give important internal 
character traits that you want them to have in your story. You will use this information to 
describe your character throughout your story. 

Accomplished: Valedictorian, 
biology degree, PhD from Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine 

Shy: Gets nervous 
when she’s the 
center of 
attention 
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Character Development: The Main Character 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  

Directions: Draw your main character in the rectangle in the center of this page. Brainstorm 
everything about that character. Describe their external traits and give important internal 
character traits that you want them to have in your story. You will use this information to 
describe your character throughout your story. 



Week 2: Lesson 4 
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Purpose:  I can use descriptive vocabulary to paint a picture of the setting of my creative narrative for 
my reader. 

Standard(s):  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.A--Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

Materials 
Print 
• Teacher model (pg. 

22) 
• Student pages (pg. 

23) 
 

Digital 
• Student Pages 
 

 
Learning Goal 
The student will use 
description to describe 
the setting of the story. 
 
Success Criteria 
• Criteria 1: The 

description includes 
where the story 
takes place. 

• Criteria 2: The 
description and 
sketch go beyond 
just a general idea of 
the location to give a 
detailed picture of 
how the setting 
looks. 

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):  
1. Optional: Prepare students for this lesson by asking them to close their 

eyes and listen to the description of the setting of well-known book. 
Some examples: any Harry Potter book, books in the Narnia series, Owl 
Moon by Jane Yolen, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett, 
The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant. Discuss how they can see the 
setting like a picture in their minds 

2. Have students close their eyes and picture the setting of their own 
story. What do they see? 

3. Use the mentor text to draw a sketch of the lab setting and write to 
describe it on page 23. Use the Teacher Model (page 22) to help, but 
feel free to add description even if it doesn't appear in the story. Let 
students know that it is important that they know their setting well 
even if every description doesn't make it to the story.   

Student Portion (15-30 min.): 
1. Students will sketch their own setting and write a description on their 

student page. Encourage them to describe the setting in as much detail 
as they can. Their story will be more believable if they have a clear 
picture in their mind of what the setting looks like. They should refer 
back to their brain dump from Lesson 2 for any ideas they may have 
written down then. 

Closure (5-7 min.): 
1. Have students meet in small groups/partners to share their sketches 

and descriptions. Classmates should provide feedback about the clarity 
of the descriptions. Is there anything missing or unclear? 
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Mini-Lesson Overview 

Mini-Lesson Script:  
• [Optional: Prepare students for this lesson by asking them to close their eyes and listen 

ot the description of the setting of a well-known book (or just one with good setting 
description). Some examples: any Harry Potter book, books in the Narnia series, Owel 
Moon by Jane Yolen, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett, The Relatives 
Came by Cynthia Rylant. Discuss how they can see the setting like a picture in their 
minds.] 

• "Today you will give your character a place to be—a setting. Close your eyes. When you 
think about your story, where do you see your character? Is he/she in a fancy lab like 
the character in our mentor text? Or is he/she at home? What kinds of things are 
cluttering up the place? Or is it neat and tidy? Let's look at the setting of the mentor 
text. How can we get some ideas from there?" 

• [Use the mentor text to draw a sketch of the lab setting and write to describe it on page 
23. Use the Teacher Model (page 23) to help, but feel free to add description even if it 
doesn't appear in the story. Let students know that it is important that they know the 
setting well even if every description doesn't make it into the story.] 

• "Now it is your turn. You will know your character and setting better than anyone else. 
This is important because however well we see the character and setting in our heads, 
it is impossible to describe it so perfectly that our reader sees the exact same picture in 
their heads. That is part of the fun of reading—being able to fill in the blanks with our 
own imagination—but the reader shouldn't have big, gaping holes to fill with their own 
imagination. It is okay if everything you describe about your setting and character 
doesn't directly make it into your story. Write and draw everything you see and go 
from there." 

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:≈ 

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL 

 Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic 

 Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece 

 Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials 
 Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest 

 Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts 
 Provide additional examples 
 Provide additional work time 
 Allow for differentiated product 
 Chunk Tasks 
 Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation 
 Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames) 
 Peer Mentor 

Week 2: Lesson 4 
Creative Narrative | 4th Grade 
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Setting Development 
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Teacher Model 

Directions: Draw a quick sketch of the main setting of your short story in the box below. On 
the lines below the box, describe the setting. Use descriptive words that will paint a picture 
in the reader’s mind. 

Computer in the research lab 

Computer screen showed brain scans  

Microscope on the lab table next to Janet’s 
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Setting Development 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  

Directions: Draw a quick sketch of the main setting of your short story in the box below. On 
the lines below the box, describe the setting. Use descriptive words that will paint a picture 
in the reader’s mind. 



Week 2: Lesson 5 
Creative Narrative | 4th Grade 
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Purpose: I can create a clear event sequence for my creative narrative story. 

Standard(s):  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.A--Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

Materials 
Print 
• Teacher model (pg. 

26) 
• Student page (pg. 27) 

 
Digital 
• Student Pages 
 

 
Learning Goal 
The student will describe 
an event sequence that 
leads from one event to 
the next in a natural 
progression. 
 
Success Criteria 
• Criteria 1: There are at 

least four events in the 
sequence. 

• Criteria 2: The event 
sequence feels natural. 
It is easy to tell how 
each event led to the 
next event.   

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):  
1. Remind students of their work with personal narrative earlier in the year. 

Revisit the idea of avoiding the "bed-to-bed" story and creating a sequence 
of events that makes sense. 

2. Use page 27 to create a story outline for the mentor text. Have students help 
you list each main event in the story. Point out and think aloud about how 
you can easily relate each event to the event before and after it. Use Teacher 
Model (page 26) as needed, but feel free to improvise with your students. 

3. Stress the need for a natural progression from one event to the next. One 
way to do this may be reading a short picture book and skipping a page. Or 
read it out of order. It is important that students understand what happens if 
the author doesn't do a good job of relating what is going on in the story. 

 
Student Portion (15-30 min.): 
1. Students create their own event sequence using their organizers (page 27). 

They should refer back to their brain dump from Lesson 2. 
2. Students should be able to describe the connection between each event and 

how one event leads to the next which leads to the next, and so on. 
 
Closure (5-7 min.): 
1. Students share their event outlines with a partner. The partner should be able 

to follow the outline of the story. If something seems missing (like a missing 
page in a story), the author should add an event to the outline. If things seem 
out of order, the author should reorder the events and/or add events to make 
things make sense. 
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Mini-Lesson Overview 

Mini-Lesson Script:  
• "Remember when we wrote our personal narratives at the beginning of the year? One of the 

pitfalls to avoid was the bed-to-bed story. I got up, did some things, and then I went to bed. When 
we write a bed-to-bed story, the meat (the good stuff) of our story gets lost with a bunch of 
unnessessary details. As the author, you will need to decide where your story starts. Just like with 
your personal narrative, this should be a little bit before the discovery/invention happens. We also 
want to make sure that we don't leave readers with a gap in the action. Have you ever been 
reading a story and accidentally skipped a page? It totally throws your brain for a loop! It's really 
important that each event leads naturally to the next one. Today, we will decide on the main events 
that will happen in our story. First, let's look at the event outline for our mentor text." 

• [Use page 27 to create a story outline for the mentor text. Have students help you list each main 
event in the story. Point out and think aloud about how you can easily relate each event to the 
event before and after it. Use the Teacher Model (page 26) as needed, but feel free to improvise 
with your students.] 

• "Let's look at the events in the mentor text. The first part is a little background info on Janet, so we 
know how she ended up in a lab researching Alzheimer's. The second event has her looking at brain 
scans on a computer and makes a big discovery. Do you feel like we skipped a page? Or is it easy to 
see how she ended up here? The next event is where she shows others her discovery. It's 
understandable that she would want to show other people, especially if the discovery is an exciting 
one! Do you see how each event leads naturally to the next one? We need to make an effort to do 
that for our readers too." 

• [Stress the need for a natural progression from one event to the next. One way to do this may be 
reading a short picture book and skipping a page. Or read it out of order. It is important that 
students understand what happens if the author doesn't do a good job of describing what is going 
on in the story.] 

• "Now it's your turn. Think of how you want your story to happen. Move your character from one 
event to the next just like it would happen in real life." 

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:≈ 

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL 

 Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic 

 Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece 

 Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials 
 Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest 

 Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts 
 Provide additional examples 
 Provide additional work time 
 Allow for differentiated product 
 Chunk Tasks 
 Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation 
 Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames) 
 Peer Mentor 

Week 2: Lesson 5 
Creative Narrative | 4th Grade 



Invention:  
 
Main Conflict: 
 
 
Brainstorm Events:  
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Story Outline 

Prompt: Your main character is a brilliant scientist that has just invented something (medicine, machine, 
etc.) that will change the world. Tell a story of what happened before, during, and after the creation of 
this invention. 

 

©2019 Simplify Writing™  

Teacher Model 

Janet devoted herself to her studies so that she could 
work on finding a cure for Alzheimer’s, graduating with 
a PhD from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. 

Cure for Alzheimer’s 

Janet wants to find a cure for Alzheimer’s after 
seeing her grandma suffer from it. 

Janet is looking at brain scans on her computer when 
she discovers something. She shares her discovery with 
Juan, and he sees it too! 

Janet shows her discovery to Samantha and Greg. They 
encourage her to share her findings with the director, 
Dr. Brown. 

After taking her discovery to Dr. Brown, he looks at 
Janet’s discovery and congratulates her. He asks her to 
name her treatment and do further trials.  

Janet’s treatment was successful and is being used 
across the country to help reverse the effects of 
Alzheimer’s. 



Invention:  
 
Main Conflict: 
 
 
Brainstorm Events:  
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Story Outline 

Prompt: Your main character is a brilliant scientist that has just invented something 
(medicine, machine, etc.) that will change the world. Tell a story of what happened before, 
during, and after the creation of this invention. 
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